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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 February 26, 2002 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Kasson, Whitehead and Kramer.  Absent: Balkema. Also 
in attendance: Anne Ward, Cynthia Ortega, Tom Wheat, Larry R. Bolhuis, Bill French, Lee Newland, Jim 
Rayner, Joan Orman. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Whitehead/Kasson to approve the agenda as presented.  CARRIED Whitehead/Kasson moved 
to approve the January 22, 2002 regular meeting minutes with three clarifications: Under New Business b., 
the last sentence should read “The Treasurer’s budget indicated that funds would be available to cover the 
township’s share of the cost of a $285,000 fire truck at the end of March, 2004.”  Under d. the last 
sentence should include “and February 19 at the Conference Center in Lawrence.”  Under i. The sentence 
should read “Whitehead/Balkema moved to go forward with the installation of a propane tank to provide 
fuel for the generator for the pump station at 12459 East L Avenue.”   CARRIED  
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
 
5 No Assessor report 
6. Bell presented a letter from our attorney, Craig Rolfe, toWilliam Blank concerning enforcement issues 

on property at 12386 East Michigan Avenue.  
7. Kasson/Whitehead moved to receive the fire report.  CARRIED  The Board noted the shortfall in the 

proposed July 1, 2002 to June 30, 2003 Galesburg Charleston Fire Department Budget in the amount 
of $9450.00.  

 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
Lee Newland and Bill French of the United Soccer Foundation asked the Board to consider making a 
contribution to the Foundation which they described as a public/private partnership with the County Parks 
to construct new soccer fields and upgrade current soccer facilities. The Board decided to take no action 
until the March meeting. 
Geraldine Osterhouse asked if the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) will monitor the construction 
area around Target and the stream.  Fran indicated that Target had reached an agreement to repair the 
damage to the stream and nearby wetlands and would pay a fine for violating county and state laws. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
a. Upon recommendation of the Planning Commission Kasson/Whitehead moved to approve the  

Preliminary Plat Review for the Coleman project which is good for one year.  CARRIED  
b.  Jim Rayner, Superintendent of the Galesburg-Augusta Schools, presented the reasons why the School 

Board wished to have their building site annexed into the city of Galesburg.  They included concerns 
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about primary police protection and the cost of water.   Board member Chuck Kasson explained that he 
didn’t think that the cost of water should be an issue as the City of Galesburg is not required to charge 
the School District the same rate as the agreement with the Township indicates.  He also said that the 
Board expected to be taking up the issue of police protection within the next couple of years.  After 
some additional discussion of the Board’s concerns about the effect of the proposed annexation on the 
township, Whitehead/Kasson moved to reject the request for the proposed detachment from the 
township and annexation to the City of Galesburg.  Roll Call Vote: Bell – Y; Whitehead – Y; Kasson – 
Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED 

c. After some explanation by Prein & Newhof engineer Tom Wheat and upon his recommendation, 
Whitehead/Kasson moved to approve the reduction in the percent of retainage to 2% for CB&I 
Constructors and to authorize the supervisor to sign the necessary documents and make payment in the 
amount of $37,884.45 for water system improvements.  Roll Call Vote: Kasson – Y; Whitehead – Y; 
Bell – Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED 

d. Kasson/Whitehead moved to recommend payment in the amount of $196,594.42 to Balkema 
Excavating, Inc. for continuing work on the 40th Street and L Avenue Sanitary Sewer & Water Main, 
and to authorize the supervisor to sign the necessary documents.  Roll Call Vote: Kramer –Y; Bell – Y; 
Whitehead – Y; Kasson – Y.  CARRIED  Tom Wheat also reported that CB&I had requested an eight 
day extension of  the contract completion date due to abnormal weather conditions and work delays 
caused by other contractors.  Upon his recommendation of a compromise, Kasson/Whitehead moved to 
offer to extend the contract with CB&I for 5.5 days.  Roll Call Vote: Bell – Y; Kasson – Y; Whitehead 
– Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED  Kasson/Whitehead also moved to accept the Katz Well Drilling offer to 
abandon and cap the temporary well for Target in exchange for the well pump and tanks if no other 
offer is forthcoming.  CARRIED 

e. The Board set a tentative date of April 27, 2002 for the Spring Trash Drop-off. 
f. Fran reported that he had received the amended Air Link Entry and Testing Agreement and that the 

next step would be a review of the Lease Agreement which was subsequently distributed to the Board 
for their perusal before the next board meeting. 

           
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran submitted a letter from the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation seeking a chairperson for their special events 
in this area.  He suggested that their request should be put in the newsletter to see if someone is willing to 
volunteer.  He reported on the success of the Household Hazardous Waste program.  Participation has 
steadily increased since HHW opened in 1997.  Fran also informed the Board that the Kalamazoo County 
Road Commission had rescinded a traffic control ordinance that controlled parking in the Crum Park area 
which is no longer in existence.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts $186,242.31, disbursements: $227,874.43, transfers from savings to general fund: 
($15,206.44), General fund balance: $44,212.06, Beginning balance was $101,050.62, Received since 
January Board meeting $966.58. Kramer/Kasson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for February as 
received.  CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Upon Kramer’s recommendation,  Whitehead/Kasson moved to approve the 2002-2003 Cable Access 
Center Budget.  CARRIED  Whitehead/Kasson moved to approve the payment of registration fees for 
anyone who wishes to attend the Michigan Economic Development Corporation Local Official Academy 
scheduled for Tuesday, April 2, 2002 at Kalamazoo Valley Community College from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m.  CARRIED  Fran informed the Board that the Pros & Cons of a Fire Authority would be discussed at 
a Wednesday, February 27, 2002 Michigan Townships Association County Chapter meeting. Fran asked 
the board members to review the list of 2002 road projects and rank them according to need before the 
budget meeting.  Jim reported that he will settle our tax account with the county this coming week and 
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recommended that the Board look into a fence for the water tower area.  The Board set a date of March 7, 
2002 at 2 p.m. for budget work session.  
 
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
 
Kasson/Whitehead moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
 
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
 
Whitehead/Kasson moved to adjourn at 9:20 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


